
Anna Bak – New York, NY                             
Yale—New Haven Children’s Hospital 

Lauren Carlson – Chicago, IL                                                  
Indiana University 

Carol Caudill – Richmond, VA                                          
New York University, Langone 

Minnimrat Dhillon – Seaside, CA                                              
University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

Annikka Frostad‐Thomas – Gainesville, FL                                                    
University of Florida   

Tara Kennedy – West Melbourne, Victoria                                                  
University of Manitoba 

 

Kira Lee – La Canada, CA                                           
New York University, Langone 

Tong Liu – Fort Myers, FL                                  
University of Toledo 

Sarah Lukeman – Washington, DC                                                   
Woodhull Medical and Mental Health Center 

Anthony Machani – Philadelphia, PA                                                     
Temple University 

Olutayo Odusanwo – Enfield, CT                                              
New York University, Langone 

Ifeanyi Okoye – Brighton, MA                                              
Boston Univ. Goldman School of Dental Med. 

Demi Pham – Belmont, CA                                                 
New York University, Langone 

Shreya Ruxmohan – Denver, CO                                   
Children’s Hospital of Colorado 

Rena Sihra – Calgary, AB                                          
University of Manitoba 

Chun Yin Wong – Houston, TX                         
Temple University 

ChrisƟna Youngerman – New York, NY                         
New York Presbyterian/Columbia University 

Nicole Youngers – Rochester, MN                         
University of Iowa 

Yi‐Fan Zhang – Vestavia Hills, AL                         
University of Alabama 

Dr. Diane C. Dilley was one of only three 

women in her dental school class at Indiana 

University. She was board cerƟfied in 1981. 

Dr. Dilley taught at the University of North 

Carolina for over 35 years serving in many 

leadership posiƟons. She embodies elegance 

and a dedicaƟon to children’s oral health that 

forged a determinaƟon to make her students 

and residents worthy stewards of pediatric 

denƟstry. The pursuit of board cerƟficaƟon has always been Dr. 

Dilley’s expectaƟon for her residents. The colleagues she has 

mentored have a near 99% board cerƟficaƟon rate even prior to 

the integraƟon of the OCE. A group of her female former residents 

led the campaign in 2009 to establish at $100,000 university‐

named fellowship to honor her dedicaƟon to high standards and 

Board CerƟficaƟon. The feat was completed in just over 12 months 

and today the Diane C. Dilley Fellowship at UNC‐CH underwrites all 

the expenses for UNC‐CH senior residents’ parƟcipaƟon in the 

AAPD’s Comprehensive Review Course and Oral Clinical 

ExaminaƟon Review Course, underscoring her legacy to the 

Board’s commitment to excellence in our specialty. Dr. Dilley is 

known for her expectaƟon of excellence and showing “how to let 

hair down”!  Thank you, Dr. Dilley, for expecƟng board 

cerƟficaƟon, blazing a trail for women into denƟstry, teaching 

professional excellence, excepƟonal restoraƟve denƟstry and how 

to enjoy life!  

Dr. Harry Sharp received board cerƟficaƟon in 

1991. His gentle calmness with children and 

support of the mission of the ABPD will 

forever be carried forward by his students. 

Pediatric denƟsts that trained at the 

University of Tennessee Health Science Center 

report that they are in part the pediatric 

denƟsts they are today because of Dr. Sharp. 

Dr. Sharp is selfless, never seeking affirmaƟon of the greatness he 

brings to the world.  Many of our colleagues are being or were 

inspired by Dr. Sharp to become board‐cerƟfied pediatric denƟsts, 

leaders in the ABPD and/or AAPD.  Thank you, Dr. Sharp, for 

inspiring board cerƟficaƟon, culƟvaƟng leaders in our profession, 

being a testament that students can learn the realm of clinical 

pediatric denƟstry, and how to genuinely be an advocate for 

children (not just talk about it) in a posiƟve and nurturing 

environment.   

Only cerƟfying board for the specialty of pediatric  

denƟstry recognized by the American Dental AssociaƟon 

www.abpd.org 

Today with nearly 80% of pediatric denƟsts being board cerƟfied it is easy to forget a Ɵme when board cerƟficaƟon was not the norm.  

However, prior to the implementaƟon of the Oral Clinical ExaminaƟon in 2006, that streamlined the process, approximately only 25% of 

pediatric denƟsts were board cerƟfied.  This arƟcle recognizes two amazing colleagues that not only shaped our profession and 

supported the mission of the ABPD, they mentored many of us to be who we are today.  Academicians are the gateway to pediatric 

denƟstry, building the foundaƟon of ethics, knowledge, and skills for each and every one of our professional lives.  Thank you all for 

your paƟence, energy, innovaƟon, sacrifice and the training to allow us to compassionately provide quality care for children. 

E. LaRee Johnson, DDS, MS 
Vice President, ABPD 
Board Certified 2001 
Raleigh, NC 

Dedicated Diplomates…Stories of Two Academicians 

CONGRATULATIONS 2019 Richard C. Pugh Awardees                                                  
The Pugh Award is given to those who have scored in the top 3% of the 2019 Qualifying ExaminaƟon. 


