
���

�



���

�



 3 

 

1 | Strategic Plan 

Why & How    4 

Core Values    5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 |  Pathway to Certification 

Graphic 

Eligibility Requirements   6 

Definitions    7 

Applicant 

Candidate 

Diplomates  
Maintenance of Candidacy  8 

Fees and Receipts   8 

Verifications     8 
  

 
3 | Examinations 

Dates and Deadlines    9 

Qualifying Examination   10 

Introduction 

Before the Test 

Application Process 

Description of the Examination 

Examination Blueprint 

Recommendations for preparation  

During the Test 

Testing Sites and Rules 

Test Administration 

Examination Session  

After the Test 

Scoring 

Examination Results 

Re-Examination Policy 

Oral Clinical Examination  16 

Introduction 

Before the Test 

Application Process 

Description of the Examination 

Examination Blueprint 

Recommendations for preparation  

During the Test 

Testing Sites and Rules 

Test Administration 

Examination Session  

After the Test 

Scoring 

Examination Results 

Re-Examination Policy 

Policies     22 

Examination Accommodation Policy 

Appeals Policy 

Examination Results 

Extension of Candidacy  

Rights and Responsibilities of Test Takers  

Non-Disclosure Agreement 

Revoked and Suspended License Policy 

Cancellations 

Terms of Use Policy 

Privacy Policy 

Code of Professional Conduct and Discrimination   

   and Harassment Policy 

Policy on Fairness 

  

 

CONTENTS 



 4 

 

Why Every child, every adolescent, and every individual 

with special needs deserves quality care 

  

  

How Commitment to excellence through a certification  

process that inspires lifelong learning 
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Excellence in Pediatric 

Oral Health Care  

ABPD values the provision of the highest quality oral health 

care for children. Such care is thoughtful, careful, ethical and 

based on the current scientific evidence. It takes into account 

the best interest of the patient and is respectful of the patient 

and his/her family.  

 

A Fair and Valid  

Examination  

ABPD values a fair and valid testing process for board  

certification and renewal of certification in Pediatric Dentistry. 

Such a testing process is based on the current knowledge in 

professional and educational testing. The process is evaluated 

continuously to ensure that it is of the highest quality and  

accurately assesses the candidate's knowledge, skill and  

judgment. A fair and valid examination requires skilled,  

committed and adequately trained examiners.  

 

A Commitment to  

Lifelong Learning  

ABPD values a health professional's commitment to lifelong 

learning. ABPD values Candidates' and Diplomates' desire to 

practice pediatric dentistry at the highest level and their  

commitment to constantly reevaluate their practices in light of 

the most recent scientific evidence. ABPD recognizes the value 

of renewal of certification and continuing education for health 

professionals.  

 
Quality Improvement  

in Health Care  

ABPD values quality improvement in health care through  

objective assessment of outcomes and process. It supports  

efforts to provide optimal health care to children.  

 

Leadership  
ABPD embraces integrity and accountability in guiding and 

empowering pediatric dentists to engage in continuous  

competency.  

 
Collaboration  

ABPD values working with internal and external stakeholders 

to achieve a unified vision.  

 

Effective Stewards  
ABPD is committed to being an effective steward of its  

entrusted resources and accountable to Diplomates and  

American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry.  

Core Values 

     

Partnership & 

Collaborations 

Certification 

Process 

Sustainability Communication Diversity, Equity, & 

Inclusion 

Strengthen current 

and seek new 

relationships 

Ensure a meaningful 

and valid certification 

process 

Maintain 
organizational 

excellence 

Continuous 
improvement of bi-

directional 
communication 

Advocate for DEI 

Strategic Plan 
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